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Definition of Celtic

A group of tribal societies tied by 
similar language, religion and 
culture in Iron Age & Medieval 
Europe.

Peoples descended from one of 
the current Celtic regions on the 
western extremities of Europe.

Each of these regions has 
retained much of its indigenous 
culture & distinctive language 

throughout the centuries. 

a. Halstatt Culture → Scotland 

b. Vikings & Lessor Influencers

c. Scotland → Ireland

d. Scotland → America

Celtic Migration Patterns
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Scotland was the 
most westerly extent 
of human migration 
routes. 

Roman Empire had 
outposts in what is 
now Southern 
Scotland from 71 AD –
410 AD

Roman Legions & 
their logistics support 
included peoples from 
throughout the 
Roman empire to 
include parts of 
Europe, Asia,  Africa. 

Scotland’s DNA 
is the most 

diverse of any 
country (tested) 

in the world.
(2012 Scotland DNA Project)

http://rocourt.blogspot.com/2011/05/my-y-chromosome-is-celtic.html https://i.pinimg.com/originals/29/bf/46/29bf4662a79c158dc24b722b140a88a6.png



It has been estimated 
that in the 18th century, 
half the population of 
Ulster (mainly Scots-Irish)

emigrated to the New 
World. 

Prior to the 1920s Scots and 
Scots-Irish outnumbered all 
other immigrants admitted 
to the US. 

In 1718 several shiploads of Scots-Irish 
immigrants landed in Boston. Most settled in 
NH and now, Maine. Scots-Irish eventually 
comprised 10% of NH 1700s population.

Initial VOLUNTARY Scots-Irish migration was 
to MA. 

1717-1775 approximately 75% of Scots-Irish 
landed in Philadelphia, Chester & New Castle. 

As Highland clans disintegrated, many 
immigrated to America. Cape Fear area NC 
welcomed them.  Becoming largest pre-
Revolutionary concentration of Scottish 
Highlanders in North America.  

https://www.clanmacmillan.org/images/history/immigration/immigration_map/immigration_map.jpg



States with the highest 
percentages of Scots-Irish today: 

North Carolina                   (2.9%)
South Carolina                   (2.4%)
West Virginia                      (2.1%)
Montana & Virginia         (1.8%)
Maine                                     (1.7%)
Alabama & Mississippi   (1.6%)

The Great Wagon Road

The Great Wagon Road followed 

paths used by Indians and were 

the main roads by which the Scots-

Irish moved south and west and 

peopled the backcountry and 

Southern Uplands. 

In the 1700s and early 1800s The 

Fall Line Road and Upper Road 

became the most used segments 

of the road system and many 

Scots-Irish settlements were 

established along these routes 

from Pennsylvania to Georgia.

(Map from the book 'Map guide to American migration routes, 1735-1815' by William Dollarhide.)

The Great Wagon Road
1700s to early 1800s

http://adamsfamilydna.com/2013/02/14/scots-irish-migration-to-america/



Genealogy vs Family History

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/difference-genealogy-family-history/

• A pedigree chart is not a family history. 

• Family history is the goal; genealogy is one tool to 

achieving that goal.

• Genealogy research is simply a means to telling 

the story. 

• The end goal is not to build beautiful family trees on 

paper and/or online.  

• The end goal is to learn about the family & the family 

history & to tell the story of that family.

A rose by any other name is still a rose. 

Genealogy is the study of families, 
family history, & the tracing of their 
lineages. 

Genealogists use oral interviews, 
historical records, genetic analysis, & 
other records to obtain information 
about a family & to 
demonstrate kinship & pedigrees of 
its members. The results are often 
displayed in charts or written as 
narratives. 

The field of family history is broader 
than genealogy & covers not just 
lineage but also family & community 
history and biography.                   

--Wikipedia



• Gather your resources
• Create list of living relatives to 

interview
• Birth dates & Birth locations 

(Country/State/County/City)

• Places lived (Country/State/County/City)

• Look for Keepsakes, Family Bibles, 
Diaries, Letters, Certificates of 
Citizenship, Death Certificates, Old 
Photographs, Military Records . . .

• Paper/Pen/Recording equipment

Family Research is 
moving from the known 
to the unknown.  

Learning about your 
ancestors as people. 

Provides a historical 
perspective on your life & 
the life of your ancestors. 

Preparing for The Interview



Preparing for The Interview

• Review the information/items you’ve gathered.  
• Do a little additional research on particular items or information of interest to 

enhance your conversations with older relatives.
• Grandfather was a fisherman? (Learn about life as a professional fisherman.)

• Grandmother was an opera singer? (Learn the difference between a contralto and a 
mezzo soprano)

• Create your interview questions. 
• Did they attend school?     Where were they born?  Where did they live?   What did 

they do for a living?      Did they practice religion?    How many people lived in their 
house growing up?    Did they serve in the military?      How did they celebrate 
holidays?   Did they know their grandparents?     What was their favorite family 
vacation?    Did they every break any bones?     Did they have any hobbies?



Interviewing Tips
• Make sure your relative is 

comfortable.
• Meet in person, at their home if 

possible
• Show them the equipment, if 

any, you plan to use and how it 
works.

• Ask specific questions
• Avoid generalized questions 

like, “Tell me about your 
childhood.”

• Avoid asking leading questions
[You’ll learn nothing new.]

• Ask questions from your 
relative’s  perspective, not yours

[Ask about their grandparent—
not your great-grandparent.]

• Use your props
• To enhance conversation and 

stimulate memories. 

• Listen
• Gather unexpected clues for 

further research.
• Detect contradictions or 

inconsistencies to investigate
• Make note of unique terminology, 

idioms, expressions

• Don’t believe everything you hear
• Trust, but verify
• Relative may avoid or artfully re-

imagine uncomfortable family 
details & stories

• Be Patient, Respectful,  
Diplomatic & Grateful

Interviewing relatives at family 
reunions is convenient, but has its 
pros and cons. 

PROS
• Siblings/relatives spark each 

other’s memories and/or fill in gaps 
in each other’s information

CONS
• Siblings/relatives won’t share 

details in front of others
• Differences in memories/opinions 

spark arguments
• Hard to keep control of the 

interview in large groups

TIP:  Don’t pass up a chance to 
gather new information.  Consider 
asking some questions of the group, 
and then pulling aside individuals for 
their one- on-one questions. 



Organizing Your Information

Now what?

Family Group Sheets
• Record information for each nuclear family

• Births / Marriages / Deaths
• Provides room for stories
• Don’t forget to record sources information gathered

Pedigree Chart
• Schematic depiction of the family group sheet data

Research Logs
• Records all sources consulted with notations of what was found 

and not found.
• Make note of sources you want to consult in the future. 



Online Resources: 
The Good, The Bad & The Ugly
• Government agency websites contain enormous amounts of information vetted by 

experts.  Designed for public access.  Always FREE to use.

• Non-profit organizations  to include universities and historical societies  generally 
provide FREE access to a significant number of digitized resources &
instruction, vetted by professionals. 
[Be alert to content uploaded by users.]

• Commercial genealogy sites can charge substantial fees, but they do 
contain information from a variety of resources.  However, the 
corporation determines which resources are allowed. [Be alert to 
content & resources uploaded by users as it may not be properly 
vetted.]

• Personal genealogy sites are published and maintained by individuals
from a wide variety of backgrounds & levels of credibility. 

TIP:  
Many public libraries 
provide free access to 

commercial genealogy 
websites with a library 

membership. 



National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy

A great place to start!!  

Provides research forms & links to 

almost every resource you need 

when beginning your genealogy 

research in the United States. 

Research Resources

Scotland’s People
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk

The official government source 

of genealogical data for 

Scotland. Free search of birth, 

death, marriage & census 

records. 

GENERAL GENEALOGY (Free)

National Archives
www.archives.gov/research/genealogy

A great place to start!!  Provides research forms and links to almost every resource 
you need when beginning your genealogy research in the United States. 

bespokeGENEALOGY (Links to 120 Free Resources)
https://bespokegenealogy.com/free-genealogy-websites/

This site includes links to free genealogy tutorials and courses, as well as free 
genealogy tools. 

Family History Daily (Links to 50 Free Resources)
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-resources/50-free-genealogy-sites/

This site provides links to a variety of genealogy resources for a variety of 
nationalities and cultures including African, Jewish, Native American, Hispanic, 
British Isles, the Netherlands, Germany, Italy, and more!

Family Search
www.familysearch.org

This information is also located under 

Membership at ScottishWomenDC.org

FOR FEE GENEALOGY

6 For Fee Genealogy Research Websites
www.familytree.com/learn/best-subscription-or-fee-genealogical-websites/

Best Genealogy Websites for 2021 (Fee & Free)
www.toptenreviews.com/best-genealogy-websites

SPECIAL OFFERS
Due to Covid-19 isolation and challenges, Fairfax County Libraries 
are still offering free access to Ancestry.com.  Check for details with 
your local library. 

Ancestry.com (and possibly other for fee services) offer FREE access 
to certain records on some holidays—for example, free access to 
military records on/around Veteran’s Day. 

FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY Any reference to private organizations and/or their respective activities does not imply endorsement by the Scottish American Women’s Society of Washington, D.C.

Heritage Quest Online
www.heritagequestonline.com

Requires a code provided by participating institution (often a library)

Genealogy Explained (Links to 25 Free Resources)
www.genealogyexplained.com/basics/free-genealogy-websites/

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy
https://bespokegenealogy.com/free-genealogy-websites/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-resources/50-free-genealogy-sites/
http://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.familytree.com/learn/best-subscription-or-fee-genealogical-websites/
https://www.toptenreviews.com/best-genealogy-websites
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/basics/free-genealogy-websites/


National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy

A great place to start!!  

Provides research forms & links to 

almost every resource you need 

when beginning your genealogy 

research in the United States. 

Research Resources

Scotland’s People
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk

The official government source 

of genealogical data for 

Scotland. Free search of birth, 

death, marriage & census 

records. 

SCOTTISH RESOURCES

Scotland’s People
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/

National Records of Scotland (Free)
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/family-history

Scotland Online Genealogy Records (Free)
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Scotland_Online_Genealogy_Records

15 Useful (Free) Scottish Genealogy Resources
https://bespokegenealogy.com/15-useful-free-scottish-genealogy-resources/

Family History Daily: 10 (Mostly) Free Scottish Genealogy Resources
https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogy-resources/scottish-genealogy/

Scotland’s Family: Scottish genealogy portal designed to help you explore your Scottish family tree.
http://www.scotlandsfamily.com/

Genealogy Sites for Researching Ancestors in England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland (Free)
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-resources/free-genealogy-sites-researching-ancestors-england-scotland-wales-ireland/

Scottish Genealogy Research (After 1855)
http://scottishgenealogyresearch.com/index.php?page=post-1855

Professional Scottish genealogy research services.

This information is also located under 

Membership at ScottishWomenDC.org
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Scotland DNA Project: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-17740638

Scot-Irish Explained: https://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/scotirish.htm

Genealogy vs Family History Debate:  https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/difference-genealogy-family-history/

The Armchair Genealogist: https://www.thearmchairgenealogist.com/

The Electric Scotland:  https://www.electricscotland.com/
Claims to be the largest and most comprehensive site on the history and culture of Scotland and the Scots diaspora.

The Great Courses: Discovering Your Roots by Professor John Philip Colletta:
https://www.thegreatcourses.com/professors/john-philip-colletta/ , Genealogist/Lecturer

National Archives: Preserving Family Records:  https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLugwVCjzrJsWDrpl6zYXqKYdyN_EdrpMq

National Archives Self-Help Videos:    https://www.youtube.com/c/USNationalArchives/search

Additional  Reading

Scots and Scots Descendants in America: By D. MacDougall, 1917
https://www.electricscotland.com/history/descendants/index.htm

Scottish Colonization of the Americas:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_colonization_of_the_Americas

Migration Patterns of our Scottish Ancestors:  https://www.genealogymagazine.com/scottish-migration/

Scottish Genealogy Article:  https://www.archives.com/genealogy/family-heritage-scottish.html

Migration From Scotland Before 1700:  https://flemish.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/2015/11/13/migration-from-scotland-before-1700/

Finding Arrival Records from Ellis Island (1892-1924):   https://www.nps.gov/elis/learn/education/finding-arrival-records-online.htm

& Research 
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Photo taken circa 1896 (Lilly was born in 1892).

(Names recorded on the back of the photograph.)

George Marion Loden 
(Great Grandfather)

Sarah (Sallie) Elizabeth Ross
(Great Grandmother)

Next

Many clues are to be 
found on the back of 
old photographs and 

post cards.  



Example of information available from 
Draft Registration cards.
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National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy

A great place to start!!  

Provides research forms & links to 

almost every resource you need 

when beginning your genealogy 

research in the United States. 

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy
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Example of limited 
information gathered for
1790 Federal Census.

Only requested name of 
head of family.  

All other person’s
accounted for by hash 
marks within general age
range categories, not by 
names.



BACK

Example of limited information gathered for 1790 Federal 
Census.

Only requested name of head of family.  

All other person’s accounted for by hash marks within general 
age range categories, not by names. 

Between 1790 
and 1870 the
information
gathered during
Federal Census
taking increased 
exponentially



Information 
available from 
ship passenger 
customs lists: 

• Age
• Occupation
• Native Country
• Final US 

destination


